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[Abstract]

The Concept of Child Abuse in Consideration of Child Welfare

Kim Hyeok-Don" - Son Ji-a™

The Child-Welfare Act was enacted to prevent abuse of children because
of frequent abuse. The interpretation of the concept and scope of child abuse
can create controversy in specific ways.

Regarding the definition of child abuse, the Special Act on Punishment of
Child Abuse Crime is applied with the concept of Article 3 of the Child
Welfare Act. The definition of abuse of children in the Child Welfare Act
may also be questioned for clarity in the process of specific inclusion. It
may not be clear that the specific actions is applicable what kind of abuse.
A culture-relative view or a child-Welfare concept can be employed as a
supplement to the norm analysis.

The boundaries between emotional abuse and parental discipline or education
can be blurred. So It may sometimes be questioned whether legal regulations
can be imposed on such actions. How to set a boundary between legitimate
discipline and prohibited abuse is tied to the question of how far the state
can intervene in an individual or family.

The Special Act on Child Abuse is aimed at providing special protection
for children. Thus, the concept of child abuse should be identified not with
regard to the caregiver or adult but with the child. As an attempt to address
the ambiguity of the concept of child abuse, it should also be considered to
introduce a procedural method of developing and applying a child abuse

judgment.

Keywords : child abuse, Clearness, child-Welfare, the Child Welfare Act,
discipline
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