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[Abstract]

Amending Content and Implication of Chinese Maritime Law

Cui, Longzhe” - Luo, Shenghao™

China’s current maritime law was drafted as early as 1951, but was only
implemented in 1993 after more than 40 years of work. This law is one of
the first domestic laws formulated on the basis of international treaties after
the establishment of China, and is considered one of the most systematic
laws in China’s legal system at the time. With 278 articles, it was also the
law with the greatest number of articles.In its first 30 years of implementation,
the Law played a positive role in the development of China’s shipping industry,
as well as an important role in promoting economic development and international
trade. However, since its implementation, numerous international treaties have
been amended and enacted, causing the law to gradually fall behind the evolving
trends in international maritime legislation, and a series of domestic laws in
China have also been revised and introduced, resulting in a lack of harmonization
between Chinese maritime law and other domestic laws and no longer meeting
the challenges of economic development and the promotion of international
trade. In 2017, 24 years after the Law’s implementation, the revision process
began, but it has been ongoing for several years now. In 2018, the “Draft
Revision of the Maritime Law” was prepared, and in 2020, the “Revision of
the Maritime Law’ was prepared, which was revised based on the 2018 draft.
In particular, on August 30, 2024, the “Amendments to the Maritime Law”
was approved in principal by the Standing Committee of the State Council,
indicating that it will likely be implemented in the near future. The amendments
amended 136 articles of the Law and added 69 new articles, totaling 336
articles, and generally revised and supplemented the content. This article

summarizes the overall content of the amendments, focusing on the sections

* Associate Professor, School of Law, Yanbian University; Visiting Professor, School of
Law, Korea University.
#*% Korea University Graduate School, PhD student in Commercial Law.
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with the most amendments and new articles, namely “Chapter 2, Real Right
of Ships”, “Chapter 4, Contract of Carriage of Goods by Sea” and “Chapter
12, Liabhility for Ship Oil Pollution Damages (New)”. On this basis, the
article further summarizes the corresponding implications, namely “expanding
the scope of maritime law”, “responding to the electronicization of maritime

transportation documents” and “strengthening the prevention of ship oil pollution”.

Keywords : Chinese Maritime Law, Real Right of Ships,
Contract of Carriage Goods by Sea, Electronic Bill of Lading,
Oil Pollution of Ships



