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A, 99 ol T} WS #Ho] vt olHA ALEFYY AAH PES

T AAR AgFAS AFHAQ UFoR g w7 Ao Y AA7HA
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[Abstract]

A Comparative Legal Study on China’s Autonomous Vehicle

Legislation and Discussions on Liability Attribution

Oongyoung Lee* - Moonho Song™

China, once a latecomer in the autonomous driving industry, is now considered
one of the most proactive nations in the realization of autonomous vehicles.
In the early stages of autonomous vehicle technology development, China’s
technology lagged significantly behind global standards. However, through
active government support policies and large-scale investments, China has
rapidly closed this gap. This progress is underpinned by legal policies that
support the development of autonomous driving technology and the growth
of the industry. While China has not yet enacted specific legislation for
autonomous vehicles, existing laws, such as the ‘Road Traffic Safety Law,
do not adequately address issues related to autonomous driving. Instead,
China has adopted an approach where local governments establish ordinances
to permit autonomous driving. This approach allows for the testing of
autonomous vehicle commercialization through local regulations, with the aim
of reflecting these experiences in future national-level legal reforms.
Additionally, China has positioned ‘vehicle-road-cloud integration’ as a key
direction to accelerate the commercialization of autonomous driving, focusing
on building infrastructure such as dedicated autonomous vehicle lanes, wireless
communication networks, and cloud systems. Amid various legal issues related
to autonomous driving, such as privacy and data protection, discussions on
the attribution of legal liability in the event of an autonomous vehicle accident
are actively taking place within the Chinese academic community. This is a
challenge that countries around the world commonly face as they enter the

era of autonomous driving. This paper introduces the current state of these

* Reseacher of Institute for North-East Asian Law
#*% Professor, Law School, Jeonbuk National University
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South Korea.

discussions and presents the implications of China’s legal responses for

Keywords : Autonomous Vehicles, Artificial Intelligence, Chinese Legislation,
Legal Liability, Cooperative Autonomous Driving,

Vehicle-Road-Cloud Integration, Commercialization






